


I take great delight in welcoming all our members to the 2018 IRATA ITEC held in Ashford, UK.

It only seems like a short while ago since I received the devastating news that we had lost Graham 
Burnett, our previous IRATA Chairman. It was with some trepidation that I stepped in as interim 
IRATA Chairman in South Africa. Now a year on as your elected Chairman, I am looking forward to 
our main event in the IRATA calendar when we can all get together at our ITEC.

This year’s event promises to be a great technical forum for us all to learn, debate, ask questions 
and most importantly to share knowledge. Over the three days, we will hear about the work done by 
our committees over the last twelve months and also the planned work for the future.  We have a 
number of eminent guest speakers talking across a wide range of work at height subjects. On the 
Technical Event there is a programme of guest speakers, practical presentations and exhibitors’ 
product presentations.

Following the rope access discussions, we have organised the evening dinner to be held at a local 
castle dating back to 11th century. In addition to the usual eating, drinking and dancing there will 
also be some traditional dancing taking place.  For those of you who would like to fit in a visit to the 
capital, Ashford is only 40 minutes away from central London via high speed train. Ashford tends 
to get some of the sunniest weather in the UK and this has given rise to a thriving wine making 
area. Although we may not be able to compete with South Africa’s offerings we have arranged the 
opportunity for a vineyard visit to sample some of the English wines.

IRATA continues to grow with a total of 475 member companies. In addition, there are 87 pending 
new member applications. In line with this, technician numbers are also increasing with growth 
of 8% from 54,824 in 2017 to 59,211 as at June 2018. It continues to be our intention to assist 
all areas of the IRATA world in terms of support from Head Office, our Executive, and our various 
committees.

The last twelve months have been productive and work has continued improving our processes 
and procedures in accordance with our goal to achieve 17024 accreditation. In addition, RAMRASS 
is getting closer to its final stage of development. We have enhanced our accident and incident 
reporting, published new topic sheets and safety bulletins, revised form 039 and produced a new 
standard penalties document, to name a few of the initiatives.

At Head Office additional staff have been hired to assist in the administration of our expanding 
organisation. Of particular note is the addition of a marketing and communications manager. I 
would personally like to thank the Head Office team for the excellent support that they provide to 
all IRATA members.

Finally in the words of Graham Burnett:
“Who is IRATA? We are IRATA”.

Thank you to all of you for making IRATA the leading work at height association.

Jonathan Capper
IRATA International Chairman 

C H A I R M A N  W E L C O M E

The Ashford International Hotel holds an enviable location when it comes to easy 
access for delegates. Not only is the hotel just 2 minutes off the M20 and has over 400 
car parking spaces, it is also conveniently located within an hour’s drive from Gatwick 
Airport, while Heathrow and Stansted are under two hours away - perfect for international 
travellers. 

Ashford International Hotel also has a spa and a health club, each coming with a range 
of facilities to help you recharge and rejuvenate. Free wi-fi is available throughout the 
hotel as well as complimentary parking spaces.

ASHFORD INTERNATIONAL HOTEL
Simone Weil Avenue 
Ashford Kent
TN24 8UX
England

Telephone: +44 (0)1233 219 988 
 

All hotel guests can enjoy wi-fi that is reliable, secure, fast and free. Terms and Conditions apply.

ASHFORD INTERNATIONAL
H O T E L
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In an intensive four day course you’ll learn 
essential skills for anyone responsible for 
the use or maintenance of Personal Fall
Protection equipment including:

• How to inspect equipment for use at height
• How to maintain equipment
• How to keep traceability records
• When to retire damaged equipment

Lyon Equipment Limited
Tel +44(0)15396 26251 
Email training@lyon.co.uk    
lyon.co.uk

Qualify as a competent 
person under LOLER 
requirements with the 
Lyon Equipment PPE 
inspection course*

* Prior experience of equipment essential.

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/LyonEquipment

PPE Inspection Courses

Advert for ITEC Programme.indd   3 23/05/2017   09:20:10
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Registration09:00 - 10:00

Welcome from IRATA Chairman
RAC Presentations

10:00 - 11:00

RAC Presentations (cont.)11:30 - 12:30

Coffee Break & Networking11:00 - 11:30

Lunch & Networking12:30 - 14:00

Health & Safety Committee Presentation
WASA Presentation - Dr Chris Robbins
Human Factors - Prof. Rhona Flin
Q&A and Practical Session

14:00 - 16:00

Coffee Break & Networking16:00 - 17:00

MONDAY
10 September
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Technical Event*

* For more information on the Technical Event, please
  see pages 17 -19.

09:00 - 11:00

Coffee Break & Networking11:00 - 11:30

Technical Event* (cont.)11:30 - 12:30

Lunch & Networking12:30 - 14:00

Technical Event* (cont.)14:00 - 14:30

Training Committee Presentation

Coffee Break & Networking

14:40 - 16:30

16:30 - 17:30

TUESDAY
11 September
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Equipment & Standards Committee
Cut Resistance of Ropes and Energy 
Absorbing Systems - Daniel Gebel

09:00 - 11:00

Coffee Break & Networking11:00 - 11:30

RAMRASS
Stress Corrosion Cracking - Dr. Chris 
Robbins

11:30 - 12:30

Lunch & Networking12:30 - 14:00

Annual General Meeting14:00 - 16:00

Coffee Break & Networking

Annual Dinner at Lympne Castle, Lympne
(pre-dinner drinks, dinner, Award Ceremony and 
entertainment)

16:00 - 17:00

18:00 - 01:00

WEDNESDAY
12 September
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09:00 – 09:30
Guy Fulford, Harken Industrial UK – Powered Ascenders

09:40 – 10:10
Craig Aris, Never Let Go – Dropped Objects Awareness

10:20 - 10:50
Chris Edmondson, Heightec - Rope Damage and Protection

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break & Networking

11:30 - 12:30
Dave Ellis, Lyon Equipment  – Rigging & Anchors (Canterbury Suite)

12:30 - 14:00
Lunch & Networking

14:00 - 14:30
Karl Raby, High Q - Combating Ignorance and Ineptitude

14:40 - 16:30
Training Committee Presentation

16:30 - 17:30
Coffee Break & Networking

K E N T  S U I T E

Tuesday, 11 September



EYOLF BV - Rotterdam, The Netherlands. 
EYOLF Inc. - Fergus, Ontario, Canada. 

“For my job I spend many
hours in my harness 
using it for various 
applications; 
it performs perfectly 
for my needs.”
~Lóránt, Tokyo Japan.
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09:00 - 11:00
Practical Equipment Demonstrations

11:00 - 11:30
Coffee Break & Networking

11:30 - 12:30
Dave Ellis, Lyon Equipment  – Rigging & Anchors

12:30 - 14:00
Lunch & Networking

 
14:00 - 15:00

Practical Equipment Demonstrations

16:30 - 17:30
Coffee Break & Networking

C A N T E R B U R Y  S U I T E

Tuesday, 11 September



Lympne Castle is a medieval castle located in the 
village of Lympne, Kent, above Romney Marsh.

The first castle was built in the 1080s for the 
Archdeacons of Canterbury on the edge of a cliff 
looking over the Romney Marshes. It was rebuilt 
in the 14th century with a tower at each end, and 
it is thought that the square tower may be on the 
site of a Roman watch tower. 

After being used as a farm it was purchased 
in 1905 by Francis John Tennant who 
commissioned Scottish architect Robert Lorimer 
to restore and extend the castle - works focussing 
upon the Great Hall with its linen fold panelling 
(which came from other buildings).

Below the castle, at the foot of the cliff, lies the 
remains of a Roman Shore fort, known as Stutfall 
Castle.

18:00
Pre-drinks at arrival
Lympne Castle

18:15
Welcome Music

21:00
IRATA Annual Awards

21:30
Live Band

01:00
Transfer back to the Ashford
International Hotel
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Specifically designed to protect climbers from RF overexposure.

FieldSENSE 2.0

+44 (0) 14 6265 0620
D+M Systems and TestAvailable from: fieldsense.com

alphawave.co.za

50 MHz - 6 GHz

Measures E & H fields

Isotropic

Shaped response

Data logging

Fall detection alarm

Rugged, all weather design

Bright and visible LED lights

Voice recorder

Long lasting battery life (AAA)

Advanced Features
+

+

+

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 
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www.beal-pro.com

HERO PRO HOLD UP

EN 361
EN 358
EN 813

FF 150

SKYFALL
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www.aaaropeaccess.co.uk

www.beal-planet.com

www.eyolf.ca

www.harkenindustrial.com www.heightec.com

www.fallsafe-online.com

www.campheightsafety.com

www.alphawave.co.za
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www.edelrid.de



NLG makes it easy
to stop drops, 
with clever  
tool tethering 
and simple training.

neverletgo.com

www.lyon.co.uk

www.rope-sure.co.uk

www.climbingtechnology.com
www.iscwales.com

www.englishbraids.com

www.marlowropes.com

www.petzl.com

www.neverletgo.uk
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A special thank you to our Member Companies who 
kindly supported the printing of this programme.
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Compact self-braking descender for rope access, 

designed for experienced users

RIG

ICAR-LEZARD.indd   5 11/06/2018   14:37:06
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Discover all our products especially developed for rope access / www.climbingtechnology.com

AXESS QR SPARROW 200R QUICK ROLL CHEST ASCENDER+

124
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TECHNICALLY BETTER.
THE SAFETY & ACCESS 
STATIC ROPE RANGE 
YOU CAN RELY ON. 

NEW 
PROTEC 500

BEST HEAT 
RESISTANCE 

YET!

• HARD-WEARING 
• EXTREME HEAT 

RESISTANCE 
• REFLECTIVE
• HALOCHROMIC 
     INDICATORS

marlowropes.comROPEMAKER PARK, DIPLOCKS WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
HAILSHAM, EAST SUSSEX BN27 3GU, UK
01323 444 444

IRATA A5 AD.indd   1 08/06/2018   14:43

33

P R O G R A M M E  S P O N S O R S



35



Rope Sure was founded in response to the demand by the 
rope access industry for a range of straight forward, easy to 
understand, insurance products made specifically for those 
working at height to IRATA guidelines.

We offer the following broad range of insurance solutions:

Rope Sure is a trading name for Martinez & Partners Limited which is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England – No 3068242

Address:Contact Details:

ROPE-SURE 5
Providing liability cover for 
between one and five rope 
access technicians.

ROPE-SURE +
Providing liability insurance 
cover for companies with more 
than five technicians.

ROPE-SURE ELITE
Providing an insurance 
package including liability, 
property and professional 
indemnity insurance.

ROPE-SURE CONSULT
A product providing 
professional indemnity 
insurance to rope access 
technicians.

Insurance House, Berrington Way
Basingstoke, Hampshire
RG24 8GT, United Kingdom

Phone: +44 (0) 8448 047064
Email: enquiries@rope-sure.co.uk 
Website: www.rope-sure.co.uk

RopeSure_flyer_concept_02.indd   1 14/06/2018   10:35
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Lightweight, comfortable and safe. The new H-shape harness series by EDELRID stands out due to its 

ergonomic design, easy adjustability and intelligent details.

The Flex Lite is the lightest harness in the Flex series. Lightweight design and quick and easy adjustability are 

its stand-out features. The ergonomic design ensures that this harness fi ts close to the body and allows good 

freedom of movement in all work situations. As such, it’s the ideal harness for all roofers, scaffolders or 

anyone working in areas where there is a risk of falling.

www.edelrid.de

FLEX LITE
Fall arrest harness according to EN361

Irata_FLEXLITE_148x210mm_KM_180802.indd   1 02.08.2018   09:59:36
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Cover image courtesy of MIRA Rope Access


